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Christmas is not far off - next month!!! 
Xmas Tea Party on Saturday 3rd December to say once again another big 

thank you to all our socialisers and volunteers. 2pm to 4pm. Will be holding a 
Christmas Cake raffle, xmas tombola and last minutes stocks if any left over after all the busy 

events attending now till then. Along with tea/coffee and cakes. 
Also for your diary for next year our AGM on Saturday 18th February at same 
place Botley Community Centre. 2pm to 4pm. Guest speaker to be confirm. 
Enjoy the firework night and please ensure your HD dog and puppy are safe 

indoor. 

Ink Cartridges and Mobile phones 
Sadly, the company we were working with to recycle 

ink cartridges and mobile phones is no longer 
offering us the same service we once enjoyed.  

They initially stopped providing us with the small 
envelopes to post individual items and then reduced the makes of cartridge that they would accept. 
That combined with the value of ink cartridges dropping led to us making the decision to no longer 

continue this recycling option. We are still able to get outstanding large boxes (provided by the 
company) collected, so if you have one please do let the Fundraising team know. 

From Jess Grant 
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Pumpkins Festival at Royal Victoria County Park 
Once again another good turn out at Pumpkins Festival. Brilliant 

atmosphere with the weather and people. We had raised £559.77 

ASDA TOTTON 
This is the first time holding a store collection at ASDA Totton due to one of the staff have 

a Hearing Dog working there at the till. Lovely day and the customers were very interested 
in what and how Hearing Dogs really do. Also we had a new member of volunteer joining 

us too. We had raised £593.66
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On Saturday 29th October we hosted a Halloween Paws for Tea , held at Lowater Nursery where 
Tony works. Lots of homemade cakes were produced by Sheena , Anya , Megan and Sheena’s 

friend Sarah , these were much enjoyed by all who attended. 

A cake was made by Maria of Lowater Nursery for people to guess the weight of , which was won 
by Lyndon Hatfield (hope you enjoy it Lyndon). We also had a name The Bear game with a bear 

kindly donated by Dianne Hatfield , won by Diana Rogers.  
By Sheena Lowrey

Hetty with Socialiser Sheena Lewrey 

Now that all restrictions have been lifted at the beach Hetty has found her sea legs, she leaps 
through the water like a Gazelle !  Hetty had a lovely catch up with her Brother Hamish on Saturday 
at our Halloween Paws for Tea. They were both pleased to see each other, after the initial 
excitement of seeing each other again they lay next to one another kissing !!!! Sadly we didn’t 
manage to capture it on camera.Just recently Hetty has become a mud monster, everywhere she 
go’s mud just seems to find her. 
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Hardworking Southampton ‘Hidden Hero’ volunteers rewarded with luxury hotel break 
  

Margaret Conrad and Cathy Plumb from Southampton were recently treated to a 
complimentary break at a luxury hotel, by way of saying thank you to the pair for years of 

volunteering for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. The three-night stay was generously provided 
by the ‘Room to Reward’ scheme, which treats deserving ‘hidden hero’ volunteers to hotel 

breaks. 
 The friends, who met through their Southampton-based volunteering together have 35 years’ 
worth of service between them as ‘Puppy Socialisers’ and fundraisers for the assistance dog 

charity. They were nominated for the Room to Reward scheme by Hearing Dogs’ Volunteering 
Manager Victoria Leedham. 

 On returning from their luxury break, Margaret said: 
 “When we heard that we had been chosen for this reward we were stunned! When you 

volunteer you do it for love, not for reward, so a special thank you like this means a great deal. 
 “It was a much enjoyed and appreciated break, and our thanks go to Hearing Dogs for the 
nomination and of course to Room to Reward and Chichester Harbour Hotel for our stay.  

“I am currently socialising Elsa, a nine-month old Show Cocker Spaniel. She is my 30th puppy! 
Cathy is also socialising a seven-month old Cocker Spaniel at the moment, called Hamish.  

“Volunteering for Hearing Dogs is, in itself, a rewarding experience. Taking a tiny puppy into our 
homes and watching them grow and develop into a much-loved assistance dog is an amazing 
experience. For anyone thinking of volunteering I highly recommend this charity! When I first 
started, I was impressed with the feeling that I belonged to a family. That feeling continues to 

this day. It’s a very special charity.” 
Hearing Dogs relies entirely on it’s network of 1,800 volunteers spread across the country to 
continue their vital and truly life-changing work, and is currently on the lookout for dog-loving 

Southampton locals to get involved in looking after a future life-changer. 

If you have any feedback for this e-newsletter , please email me:deaf6161@yahoo.co.uk 
For next month e-newsletter please send your articles and photos  before 30th November
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Volunteering Manager Victoria Leedham says: 
  

“I was so thrilled when Margaret and Cathy were granted this special break thanks to Room to 
Reward. They truly deserved to be spoilt and it’s great to hear they had such a lovely time at the 

Chichester Harbour Hotel. The volunteering family is such a crucial part of Hearing Dogs; we simply 
couldn’t operate without its support. 

  
“We are currently looking for new puppy socialisers in the Southampton area. The role is an 
incredibly rewarding, but one that requires great time and energy commitments. Our puppy 

socialisers look after one of our puppies in their own home, from the age of eight-weeks old for 
around 12-14 months. 

“In this time these very special volunteers attend training classes and take the puppy out and about 
as much as possible, into many different public places such as libraries, cafés and on public 

transport. This is crucial for the puppies as it gives them the foundations for their future career, 
when they will accompany their deaf partner everywhere they go. 

  
“If you are based in the Southampton area and would like to know more, then please visit 

www.hearingdogs.org.uk/volunteer for more information.” 

Future event
Saturday 19th November  

11:00 - 3:00 
Christmas Fayre 

The Crosfield  Hall 
Romsey SO51 8GL 

Wednesday 23rd November 
10:00 - 6:00 

Christmas Market 
Winchester  
SO23 9LS 

Saturday 26th November 
10:00 - 4:00 

ASDA Southampton 
SO14 7EG 

Sunday 27th November 
11:00 - 4:00 

Christmas Fayre 
Bursdledon Brickworks 

SO31 7GW 

Wednesday 30th November 
10:00 - 5:00 

Christmas Charity Shop 
Winchester Guildhall 

Future event

Saturday 3rd December 
2:00 - 4:00 

SHHD Christmas Tea Party 
The Botley Centre 

SO30 2ES 

          Saturday 18th February 2017 
SHHD AGM 
2:00 - 4:00 

The Botley Centre 
Botley SO30 2ES 

     Please contact Kim Harbut 
bagpuss09smiley@yahoo.co.uk

SOUTH HANTS HEARING DOGS 
For Deaf People                 

                                                                                                                                                                 
             Newsletter - November  2016

mailto:bagpuss09smiley@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bagpuss09smiley@yahoo.co.uk



