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"I hope that everyone who attended the AGM enjoyed meeting Bruce Fogle and hearing about the 
very beginnings of this great Charity. I was sorry to have missed this chance to hear him speak and to 

see you all too. My thanks go to the committee and to you all for doing what you do. 

I think that this year has seen an improvement in terms of awareness of the charity across the south 
east; due to the way the PR and communications are done nationally and of course how we all react 

regionally and locally. A good example of this was earlier in the year the 'meet and greet' at Solent 
University. This was spotted on Twitter by Twickenham University and we are now in discussions to go 

there too!  

As you know, this year the Great British Dog Walk is coming to the region with a walk at East Head, 
West Wittering on 10th April and Foxbury Common, West Wellow, near Romsey on 22nd May. If I can 
ask for your on-going help in promoting these walks and volunteer support I would be really grateful. I 

have more flyers and posters to go out so please look out for places you can put them up or give 
them out. Please mention them at every talk too. They are a really nice way to invite seasoned 

supporters and newbies too. 

Finally if anyone has a connection with Winchester Cathedral can you let me know? Church groups 
have been great supporters of HD over the years and I am looking to see what existing links we have 

there. 

Hoping to see you all at an event near you soon! 

Many thanks again 
Nicholas Orpin Community Fundraising Manager South East 



 

The meeting began with a brief outline of the achievements of 2015 by the Branch Organiser, Richard 
Herrington, followed by a financial report from Treasurer/Event Coordinator, Kim Harbut. The total 
raised by the branch in 2015 was £43196.64, an amazing amount and a credit to all the volunteers 

who give up their time freely, to attend fundraising events throughout South Hampshire. 
Mark Pegg, our co-opted Media Officer, then gave a report on the setting up of our new website and a 

report on how we are being followed on Twitter and Facebook. 
A vote was then taken on whether the existing committee would serve for another year and there was 

a unanimous show of hands, so the committee of Richard Herrington (Branch Organiser) and Kim 
Harbut (Treasurer/Events Coordinator) were duly elected to serve for 2016, our fourth year in office. 
Mark Pegg (Media), Jeanette Collett and Sally Pantridge were also co-opted on to the committee. 

  
Each year the Branch Committee chooses volunteers, who they feel have made outstanding 

contributions to the Charity and awards certificates in recognition of this. Award winners 2016:- Julie 
Yemm (newcomer), Sheena Lewry & Sara Yaxley (most attendances at events), Diana & Bernard 

Rogers (speakers), Diana Rogers (volunteer of the year 2016). These certificates were awarded by 
Debbie Blyth, Fundraising Support Manager from Headquarters “The Grange”. 

  
This ended the formal proceedings of the AGM and our guest speaker, Dr Bruce Fogle MBE was 

invited up to give a talk. 
  

Bruce was born in Toronto, Ontario, Canada in 1944 where he was raised and educated, graduating 
in 1970 with a DVM in veterinary medicine. He moved to London on a travel fellowship and started 

working at Regents Park Zoo, a year later he joined a veterinary practice in Knightsbridge and in1973 
set up his own practice the London Veterinary Clinic, in which he remains the Director and a working 

vet. 
The same year he married actress Julie Foster (appearing in the 2016 film release of “Dad’s Army”) 

and went on to have three children, Emily an Art Director now living in Dubai, Ben (famous TV 
personality) and Tamara a fashion designer. 

Following a synopsis in America in 1979 on animal behaviour, he went on to co-found Hearing Dogs 
for Deaf People with Lady Beatrice Wright, CEO of the RNID. 

The Charity was launched in 1982 with 6 dogs being trained in their first year and the Charity 
continues to go from strength to strength, with Bruce as Trustee and Vice-Chair. 

He received an MBE in 2004 for his services to deaf people. 
Bruce is the Bestselling author of over 100 books (which paid for his children’s private education!!) 
and he showed slides of his books “Travels with Macy”, a record of his travels through Europe in a 

campervan with Golden Retriever “Macy” and “Barefoot at the Lake” a new release due out in 2016, 
which records growing up as a 10 year old in Ontario and his introduction to and lifelong love of 

nature by his grandfather. 
Branch Organiser Richard Herrington 
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A wonderful afternoon, 
listening to a very 

interesting man, time 
flew by, could have 

listened longer! Thank 
you for my special 

award.  
Sheena 

A very enjoyable AGM. 
What a good storyteller 

Dr. Bruce Fogle is. I 
look forward to reading 
some of his books. Well 

done all the award 
winners and may the 

coming year be another 
successful one for HD. 

Stella

A big thank you to 
Kim,Mark and Richard 
for a fantastic AGM , 
Bruce Fogle was so 
interesting had not 
realised that he'd 

written so many books . 
Bernard and I were 

knocked out by your 
awards it's an honour to 

be part of such a 
wonderful charity . 

Diana

A great afternoon. 
Lovely to catch up with 
everyone, then a very 

interesting talk by 
Bruce Fogle. I read his 

travel books several 
years ago, but good to 
hear it from the horses 

mouth so to speak! 
Margaret

Bruce Fogle was so 
interesting and thanks 
to my little mic, I was 

able to hear nearly 
everything he said. 

Meg

The AGM was very well 
attended and Bruce was 
very interesting to listen 

to  
Doug

Many thanks for 
managing to get the 

brilliant speaker 
yesterday at the AGM, 

Steve and I were so 
pleased to hear him 

talk,he is somebody we 
have for a long time 

wish to meet, so it was 
a dream come true, 

especially for Steve . 
Well Done 
Christine 



Odie
                                                 

I have Met my new little hearing puppy today! Meet Dixie the beautiful 
little girlyw poodle. She's arriving on Sunday and this was her first 
ever selfie ... 
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Socialiser  News

We had a lovely morning 
visiting Odie at BWTC 
today. Many thanks to 

Nicci Cross his trainer for 
making us so 

welcome.  .lust another 
three weeks in training. 

Diane 

Bella socialised by 
Sheena Lewry has 
already gone to her 

recipient. 
  

Jessie socialised by 
Heather Humphrey has 

gone to her recipient 
  

Chips socialised by Eloise 
Dodgson has passed his 
FA and will be on his way 

soon.
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Future event 

Sunday 10 April 
Great British Dog Walk 

West Wittering 
11.00 - 15.00 

Saturday & Sunday 23 & 24 April 
Haskins Garden, West End, 

Southampton  
10.00 - 16.00 

Monday 2nd May 
Nursing & Rownhams Fayre 

Time to be Confirmed 

Saturday 14th May 
ASDA Fareham  
Newgate Lane 

10.00 - 4.00 

Sunday 22nd May 
Great British Walk 
Foxbury Common 

Near Romsey 
11.00 - 3.00 

Saturday 28th May 
Locks Heath Shopping Centre 

10.00 - 4.00 

     Please contact Kim Harbut 
bagpuss09smiley@yahoo.co.uk

BIG THANK YOU 
to our wonderful crafts volunteers 

They had made their own crafts to sell at our 
events last year and they raised just over 

£1000.  
Please continue and if you feel you would like 

to make something for our events. Contact 
Kim Harbut.  

Not too big but enough to put on our stalls 
and maybe start making Christmas crafts as 

they are the most popular from last year. 
Thank again

For your diary. We will require lots of 
volunteers for these events this year. 
Whiteley 2nd July,  Paws in the Park 

6th & 7th August, Pumpkins 10th 
October where they are great crowd 

of public attending. 

If you have any feedback for this e-newsletter , please email me:deaf6161@yahoo.co.uk 
For next month e-newsletter please send your articles and photos  before 30th March

mailto:bagpuss09smiley@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bagpuss09smiley@yahoo.co.uk

